This is a very complex issue, and needs to be underst@ad in the light
. of historical developments in health care and nursing, including the
Ethlcal ASpeCtS Of publications of significant organisations and therefore how to

. 0 prepare for future trends and changes. | therefore want to address
NUI"SIng n the EU in this session: -
- | : - The history of our ethical framework for nursing practice
Responsibility and Professionalism

- Key elements of training and education

: - Future trends in professionalism and autonomysiRiBractice
Tom Keighley FRCN
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The mostsignificant development for nurses concerning

g - - py professional ethics and practice, was the writing of the first
Key Points in Nursmg HIStOFy 1 international code of nursing ethics by the ICN in 1953. This
flowed from the Geneva Declaration of 1948, which addressed
the unethical behaviour of health care staff in World War 2. The
Code is regularly reviewed and revised in response to the realities
of nursing and health carei ging society. The Code makes
it clear that inherentin'n ct for human rights,
including the right tolife to be treated with
respect. It was last ameni he ICN Code of Ethics
guides nurses in everyday itsupports their refusal to
participate in activities that'contlictwwith caring and healing. This
final point underlines the factthat'nurses cannot be forced to act
A against their conscience or to do something they believe is not in

ox) the best interests of the patient, no matter who instructs them to
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The picturéabove is of Le Palais de I'Europe in Strasbourg - the Head
p . 3 N Quarters of the Council of Europe, and historically, the scene of the

Key Points in Nursmg HIStO"Y 2 next important development in European nursing. This time the
focus was on education and training that was to influence the ethics
of European nursing deeply. The Council of Europe is an international
organisation promoting co-operation between all the countries of
Europe in the areas of legalise hiiman rights, democratic
development, the rule ofia al co-operation. It was
founded in 1949 and has4 S with some 800 million
citizens. Serbia joined inAj est known body of the
Council of Europe isthe EliR Of Human Rights, which
enforces the European Conventiondn Htiman Rights. This means
that citizens of any member country can pursue a case of human
rights beyond their own national boundaries when they believe that
their own country is in breach of human rights. This can be of
significance for nurses, especially in the fields of gender equality, and
pay and conditions at work.
















